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A coalition of transit agencies, elected officials, employers, and business leaders held a
rally at the State Capitol in support of Governor Shapiro’s proposal for additional state
investment in transit to continue powering Pennsylvania’s economy.

The event, organized by the Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association (PPTA),
highlighted the historic opportunity to sustain and expand public transit in Pennsylvania
for the 21st century, under Governor Shapiro’s proposal, which would drive needed
investment to communities across the commonwealth and also recognizes transit’s
contributions to our state’s economy.

“Transit is available in all 67 counties, and every single resident of our Commonwealth —
whether they ride a bus, railway, or trolley every day or not— benefits from the public
transit systems that serve Pennsylvania,” said Sheila Gombita, PPTA Board Chair and
Executive Director of Freedom Transit. “The proposed additional state investment in
transit is vital. If we do nothing, we will see service cuts and fare increases that will hurt
local businesses and seniors, among others. We urge the legislature to act quickly and
pass Governor Shapiro’s funding proposal so that transit systems can continue driving
Pennsylvania’s economy into the 21st century.”

Governor Shapiro’s plan would increase the portion of state sales tax revenue
dedicated to transit by 1.75%, the first of its kind in over a decade. This move would
allow transit systems to make needed investments and provide vital services, including
connecting Pennsylvanians to jobs, educational opportunities, shopping, and important
medical care — all without raising taxes.


mailto:shawna@ppta.net

Demand for transit services is on the rise. The total number of passengers carried on
transit increased 18.5% in FY2023, according to PennDOT reporting data. This trend is
understandable given more than 60% of transit riders say they have no other means to
get to work, school, family engagements, or medical appointments.

“Pennsylvania businesses rely on transit to access their workforce,” noted Ryan Unger,
President & CEO, Harrisburg Regional Chamber & CREDC. “The business community
recognizes Pennsylvania transit providers are major economic drivers through their
operating activities and capital programs. Their direct expenditures in support of
transportation infrastructure have significant multiplier effects within the Pennsylvania
economy— and that means business and jobs here in PA.”

Pennsylvania’s transit industry generates $5.4 billion in economic impact for the
Commonwealth annually, allowing Pennsylvania-based businesses, and the
Pennsylvanians they hire, to thrive.

“As the industry’s leading provider of technology solutions for mid-size transit operators
throughout the United States, we at Avail are proud to be a Pennsylvania-based
business,” said Dorsey Houtz, President and CEO of Avail Technologies, located in
State College. “Sustained state investment in transit provides me the predictability |
need as a job creator to plan future opportunities for fellow Pennsylvanians. We work
here, and when we succeed, we grow here, creating more jobs and economic impact for
the Keystone State in the process.”

Transit services allow seniors to age in place while maintaining an independent lifestyle.

“Transit systems from Scranton to Erie represent essential lifelines for seniors who are
no longer able to drive because of age or chronic illnesses,” said State Rep. Maureen
Madden (D-Monroe), Majority Chair of the Aging and Older Adult Services Committee
and Chair of the Northeast Delegation. “In my own district, the Pocono Pony connects
workers to St. Luke’s Hospital, shoppers to local businesses, seniors to socialization
opportunities and other vital services, and dialysis patients to critical appointments.
Transit does their part every day and now, we in Harrisburg must do our job and provide
our transit agencies the additional state investment and fiscal certainty they need to
continue contributing to Pennsylvania’s prosperity.”
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PPTA is the foremost advocate for public transportation in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. They provide technical assistance and advocacy, sharing information
about the invaluable role transit plays in providing access to opportunity, independence,
and a sustainable quality of life for Pennsylvanians.



